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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 REYKJA 01266 091821Z 
ACTION OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO FEA-01 ERDA-07 AID-05 CEA-01 
CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 FPC-01 H-02 INR-07 
INT-05 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 USIA-15 
SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 TRSE-00 ACDA-10 PA-02 PRS-01 
/120 W 

034178 100456Z/12 

R 09 1 544Z SEP 77 
FM AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7654 

UNCLAS REYKJAVIK 1266 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, IC 

SUBJECT: VOLCANIC ERUPTION NEAR GEOTHERMAL POWER STATION 

REF: REYKJAVIK'S A- 13, MAY 10, 1977 

ON SEPTEMBER 8 VOLCANIC ERUPTION OCCURRED ABOUT 
THREE MILES FROM KRAFLA GEOTHERMAL POWER STATION, 

ABOUT TWO MILES NORTH OF LEIRHNUKUR MOUNTAIN AND 
THREE TO FOUR MILES FROM KRAFLA PLANT. LAVA FLOW 
FROM HALF MILE LONG CRACK WAS ONLY ABOUT THREE 
FEET THICK, BUT IT SPREAD OVER RELATIVELY WIDE 
AREA (APPROXIMATELY FIVE SQUARE MILES). SOME 
EARTHQUAKE ACTIVITY WAS ASSOCIATED WITH EVENT. 

THE DIATOMITE PLANT IN WHICH JOHNS-MANVILLE HAS 
MINORITY INTEREST IS IN IMMEDIATE VICINITY. AREA'S 
ROADS, HOT WATER PIPES, AND DIATOMITE PLANT'S 
RESERVOIRS WERE REPORTEDLY DAMAGED, PROBABLY 
BY EARTHQUAKES, ALTHOUGH NO DETAILS WERE YET AVAILABLE 
AS TO EXTENT OF SUCH DAMAGE. FISSURE IS NOT ONE OF 
THOSE WHICH WAS ACTIVE EARLIER. 

COMMENT: SPECTACULAR PHOTOGRAPHS ACCOMPANYING 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 REYKJA 01266 091821Z 

LENGTHY ARTICLES ON ERUPTION DOMINATED TODAY'S 
(SEPTEMBER 9) NEWS AND FURTHER COVERAGE WILL 
DOUBTLESSLY APPEAR ON TIV NEWS TONIGHT. GIVEN 
THIS PUBLICITY, CIRTICS OF KRAFLA PROJECT WILL 
AGAIN CALL VARIOUS POLITICIANS AND POLITICAL 
PARTIES TO TASK FOR THEIR RESPECTIVE ROLES IN 
PLACING ICELAND'S FIRST MAJOR GEOTHERMAL POWER 
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PLANT IN MIDDLE OF GEOLOGICALLY UNSTABLE KRAFLA 
AREA (REFAIR). 

BLAKE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GEOTHERMAL ENERGY, VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS, NUCLEAR REACTORS, SEISMIC PROSPECTING 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 09-Sep-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977REYKJA01266 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770328-0361 
Format: TEL 
From: REYKJAVIK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770980/aaaacpwl.tel 

Line Count: 65 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 03429849-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION OES 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 REYKJAVIK A-13 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1331082 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VOLCANIC ERUPTION NEAR GEOTHERMAL POWER STATION 
TAGS: ENRG, 1C 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/03429849-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



